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Unilateral humanitarian military interventions and their impact

on the development of humanitarian intervention: Military
intervention in Kosovo in 1999 as a model
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Abstract:

This study dealt with the military intervention of NATO in Kosovo in 1999, and aimed
to identify the impact of unilateral humanitarian military interventions on the development
of humanitarian intervention, and the intervention in Kosovo is the first intervention of this
kind after the end of the Cold War, which made us choose it as a model for the study.

After the description and analysis processes, this study reached a basic conclusion:
that the unilateral humanitarian military interventions, such as what happened in Kosovo in
1999, negatively affected the principle of humanitarian intervention and harmed it as an
international mechanism for the protection of human rights. Because of this type of unilateral
interventions, the international community turned After 1999 to criticize this mechanism,
which has become based on double standards and has been politicized to a large extent to
serve the interests of the great powers, and after the criticism directed at humanitarian
intervention, the international community turned, starting in 2001, to search for a new
mechanism that would be effective in protecting human rights during armed conflicts This is
what happened after the adoption of the principle of the responsibility to protect by the
international community as a mechanism for the protection of human rights in 2005, based
on more precise standards governed by the rules and principles of international law.
Keywords: humanitarian intervention, unilateral humanitarian military intervention,
NATO, Kosovo, the responsibility to protect
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