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Abstract:

The objective of this article is to examine the growing evidence of the
impact of the World Wide Web on societies, in particular, the formation of new
social relations. The technical capabilities that offer the internet and the new
participatory-based and user-generated sites and also the different uses and
appropriations of these mediums had resulted to many transformations in the way
that users organized and perceive their social relations both online and offline. While
over the past 17 years the Internet has been at the forefront of these changes, it is in
the last 7 years that the fluidity of the meaning and concept of friendship has become
even more evident with the advent of social media such as Facebook. Friendship,
both as a concept and as an important part of social relations and interactions had
captured the attention of researchers; they studied the possibility of its formation
virtually which poses many questions when it is compared to real life friendship.
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“A  century ago, social relationships were largely
confined to the distance of an easy walk. Most were

conducted in  person, within small communities:
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family, neighbors, and townspeople...From birth to
death one could depend on vrelatively even-textured
social  surroundings.  Words, faces, gestures, and
possibilities were relatively consistent, coherent and

slow to change.”®
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