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Abstract: 
 

The objective of this article is to examine the growing evidence of the 
impact of the World Wide Web on societies, in particular, the formation of new 
social relations. The technical capabilities that offer the internet and the new 
participatory-based and user-generated sites and also the different uses and 
appropriations of these mediums had resulted to many transformations in the way 
that users organized and perceive their social relations both online and offline. While 
over the past 17 years the Internet has been at the forefront of these changes, it is in 
the last 7 years that the fluidity of the meaning and concept of friendship has become 
even more evident with the advent of social media such as Facebook. Friendship, 
both as a concept and as an important part of social relations and interactions had 
captured the attention of researchers; they studied the possibility of its formation 
virtually which poses many questions when it is compared to real life friendship. 
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Social Relationships






(McKenna, Green, & Gleason, 2002) ;( 

Parks & Floyed, 1996) 






meet and socialize 



1 

(Gergen 1991)
 

“A century ago, social relationships were largely 

confined to the distance of an easy walk. Most were 

conducted in person, within small communities: 
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family, neighbors, and townspeople…From birth to 

death one could depend on relatively even-textured 

social surroundings. Words, faces, gestures, and 

possibilities were relatively consistent, coherent and 

slow to change.”(2) 

  
 
(FtF) 







 




  



Amie/Friend

   
 

1.Real World 
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(3)  (Bidart 2010)  

« Toute amitié, toute rencontre se produit dans un 

cadre social, qu’il s’agisse d’un milieu de travail, de 

résidence, de loisirs…Au sein de ces milieux émergent 

divers ensembles d’individus liés par un ressort 

commun particulier, que l’on appellera des cercles 

sociaux » 







English and English4 

(Hartup 1975)




 
 

  299  
  

5

 (Hays 1988)6 





Sears7 
1- 

 
2- 




 
3- 
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1- 8 






 

close friends -  أ

 

social friends - ب 



 
 - ج

 
 -  د


 

2 -  
   (Davis)


(Davis)


passioncaring 
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3 -  
    

  



 
4 -  

  social acceptance





 
 




9 
1- Virtue


 

2- Usefulness
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3- Pleasure 
 

  
friendship(10)

 
(Krackhardt)(11)  

 
 
 

 
casual 

friendship(Baron and Bayne) 


(12) 




 
   (13)
 proximity

similarity 
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2 Virtual World 

  
new participatory-based and user-generated 

sitesfacebookTwitterYouTube
Personal Writing Spaces



 

  social media
 


online and offline(eg. Buote, Wood) 

and (Pratt 2009), (Chan and Cheng 2004), (Vitak 2008) 
  





body language 
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  (Lea and Spears) physical 

proximity


 (14) 
  




(15) (Mckenna and Bargh) 

  
 






 
  Friendship
 



(16)  
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facebook




My Space
Orkut
(17)

online friendship

 
  Amiefriend


18

mutual friend


  
     Boyd



friending

(19) contagion
(vraie vie)


(2 profils) 
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(20) 




 
  




Mode
Tribu


 « puisque tu es sur tel réseau social, alors je vais également m’y 

inscrire » 

  
 


reconnaissance

(pierre Mercklé)
(SNSs)(21)                        

 « Un nouveau paradigme sociologique, une troisième voie 

théorique entre holisme et l’individualisme sociologique » 
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(22)  

  
Companionship
Status

 
  facebook







(Michel Forsé)


 

  facebook
 

commenter 
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like







 

  (Christian Bensi)
« no life »



6 
(Milgram) 

les liens faibles
(23)


 
  (Claire Bidart)
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   (Marlow) (24) 
facebook
 

1- liste d’amis 
 

2- communication réciproque 

3- 

 

4- 
(deux actions)

 
  (Marlow)relations 

soutenues


1505
7 (25)  

  facebook
Pierre « on y 

va grâce aux amis »
 

 
ignorer

refuser
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   et Coutant) (Stenger 
(26) 
« Amis » 
1- réels 




 
2-  


 

3- 





 
4-  




 

5- 
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6- 
 

7- des Soi





 
8- organisations 


pagesgroupe
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Friends 
 





Friending

complement and extend
 




similarity in goals
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frequency of exposure
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